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appropriate role of both the federal government and the private sector in assuming the financial risk of
coverage and administering the benefit. Some observers suggest that a single uniform drug benefit should be
added directly to Medicares other benefits. Others recommend offering benefits through private plans which
could offer different benefit packages provided certain minimum standards were met. A further consideration
is whether a major new benefit should be added until structural reforms are made to the Medicare program as
a whole. On June 28, 2002, the House passed the Medicare Modernization and Prescription Drug Act of 2002 (H.
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