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last year 30,000,000 people attended ball games in this country alone. That shows the interest our country is
taking. From the time our youth start in the public schools - Rev. Mr. Moran will address you, showing the trend
of public thought along the line of physical training in their schools - up to the time they go to college, the
Young Men s Christian Associations and the Young Women s Christian Association gymnasiums, the athletic
clubs, and other similar institutions accentuate the interest taken generally in amateur athletic sports. This
tendency is so great that | think the time will come when that influence is bound to have national recognition,
just as it has local recognition, through municipal playgrounds, and so on. The tendency all along indicates
that the time has come when we must have more attention paid to physical training; and that could not in any
way be more emphasized, or have a greater impetus given to it, than by having these international games
come to the United States in 1916. The reason why Cleveland was decided upon at the national convention of
the Amateur Athletic Union, held in New York on November 5, was that we are located practically within one
night s ride of half of the population of the United States, and we also are within 15 to 20 hours ride of
50,000,000 people. The water sports in connection with these international Olympic games - yachting, motor
boating, and so on - are a very important item. We have Lake Erie within 500 yards of our business section. We
have two or...
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