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Wildlife conservation -- Mississippi. Excerpt: . . . Although these changes have allowed people to settle and earn a
living in the area, they have had a tremendous effect on biological diversity, biological integrity, and
environmental health of the Lower Mississippi River Alluvial Valley. Immense areas of bottomland hardwood
forests have been reduced to forest fragments ranging from very small tracts just a few acres in size, with
limited functional value, to a few large areas of more than 10, 000 acres that have maintained many of the
original functions and values of bottomland hardwood forests. Species endemic to the LMRV that have become
extinct, endangered, or threatened include the red wolf, Florida panther, ivory-billed woodpecker, and
Louisiana black bear. Breeding bird surveys show continuing declines in species and species populations. The
avian species most adversely affected by fragmentation include those that are area-sensitive ( dependent on
large continuous blocks of hardwood forest ); those that depend on forest interiors; those that depend on
special habitat requirements, such as mature forests or a particular food source, and or those that depend on
good water quality. More than 70 species of breeding migratory songbirds are found in the region. Some of
these species, including Swainsons warbler, prothonotary warbler, wood thrush, and cerulean warbler, have
declined significantly and need large forested blocks to recover, survive, and thrive. Fragmentation of
bottomland hardwood forests has left many of the remaining forested tracts as biological oases surrounded by
inhospitable agricultural lands. Intensive agriculture has removed most of the forested corridors along sloughs
that formerly connected forest patches. The loss of connectivity between the remaining forested...
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