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indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .work by their own lack of any imaginative faculty, and who will hold up
their inkstained hands in horror if some honest gentleman, who has never been farther than the yew-trees of
his own garden, pens a fascinating book of travels like Sir John Mandeville, or, like great Raleigh, writes a whole
history of the world, in prison, and without knowing anything about the past. To excuse themselves they will try
to shelter under the shield of him who made Prospero the magician, and gave him Caliban and Ariel as his
servants, who heard the tritons blowing their horns round the coral reefs of the enchanted isle and the fairies
singing to each other in a wood near Athens, who led the phantom kings in dim procession across the misty
Scottish heath, and hid Hecate in a cave with the weird sisters. They will call upon Shakespeare--they always do-
-and will quote that hackneyed passage about art holding up the mirror to nature, forgetting that this
unfortunate aphorism is deliberately said by Hamlet in order to convince the bystanders of his absolute insanity
in art-matters. C. Ahem! Ahem 1 Another cigarette, please. V. My dear fellow, whatever you may sayj, it is merely
a dramatic utterance, and no more represents Shakespeare s real views upon art than the speeches of lago
represent his real views upon morals. But let me get to the end of the passage: Art finds her own perfection
within, and not outside, herself....
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