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indexed. Not illustrated. 1844 Excerpt: . produce this, increasing interest in the sailor s welfare is a cheering
omen. Of all classes, except the negro slaves, they have been the most neglected and the most abused. The
book of judgment can alone reveal how much they have suffered on the wide, deep ocean, with no door to
escape from tyranny, no friendly forest to hide them from the hunter; doomed, at their best estate, to suffer
almost continued deprivation of home, that worst feature in the curse of Cain; their minds shut up in caves of
ignorance so deep, that if religion enters with a friendly lamp, it too frequently terrifies them with the shadows
it makes visible. Religious they must be, in some sense, even when they know it not; for no man with a human
soul within him, can be unconscious of the Divine Presence, with infinite space round him, the blue sky
overhead, with its million-worldlamps, and everywhere, beneath and around him, Great ocean, strangest of
creation s sons! Unconquerable, unreposed, untired! That rolls the wild, profound, eternal bass In Nature s
anthem, and makes music such As pleaseth the ear of God. Thus circumstanced, the sailor cannot be ignorant,
without being superstitious too. The Infinite comes continually before him, in the sublimest symbols of sight and
sound. He does not know the language, but he feels the tone. Goethe has told us, in most beautiful allegory, of
two bridges, whereby earnest souls pass from the Finite to...
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