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1915, it was the 9/11 of its time. The hysteria that followed set the climate that drew the United States into the
War to End All Wars. While fighting to make the world safe for democracy abroad, ironically democracy
suffered greatly on the homefront. Nationalist fervor during World War | created one of the most repressive
eras in US history. Constrictive legislation, conservative courts, and over-zealous public officials fostered an
environment where even the mildest forms of dissent might be met with harsh consequences.Woodrow Wilson,
although more remembered as a visionary peacemaker, helped set the tone for this embarrassing period of
history. The times featured legislation like the Espionage Act of 1917 (still in effect today), the Sedition Act of
1918 (the first such law in 120 years), and landmark Supreme Court rulings (including the first ones to define -
and limit - the concept of free speech). German Americans (who made up some 25 percent of the population)
shouldered much of the brunt of this repression as a result of war-time xenophobic fears. Patriots burned
German-language books. Schools dropped German from their curricula. Many German-language newspapers
lost their rights to use the U.S. mails (and thus went out of business). German-Americans risked being jailed for
even the mildest of critical comments or for failing to buy Liberty Bonds that supported the war effort.
Hundreds were imprisoned or fined, at times losing property, and even their children, in the process. Individuals
with fringe political beliefs became targets of repression, too. Socialists, anarchists, and other radicals lost the
right to speak critically of the government and capitalism. The Justice Department...
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